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       CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

         CITY COUNCIL 

         SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 13, 2013 
 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Finch called the City Council Meeting to order at 7:14 p.m. 

                   

PRAYER   
 

Council Member Blunt led those present in a short prayer. 

 

Council President McCarthy then requested a moment of silence out of respect for the passing of 

former Council Member Elaine Pivirotto’s father and in acknowledgement of Council Member 

Denese Taylor-Moye sister who is gravely ill.  

  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Mayor Finch requested a moment of silence in memory of the victims of gun violence in the 

City.  

ROLL CALL 

 

City Clerk Hudson called the roll.   

 

The following members were present: 

 

 130
th

 District:  Susan Brannelly, Steven Stafstrom, Jr. 

 131
st
 District: Jack Banta, Denese Taylor-Moye 

 132
nd

 District: John Olson, M. Evette Brantley 

 133
rd

 District: Thomas McCarthy, Howard Austin 

 134
th

 District: Michelle Lyons, AmyMarie Vizzo-Paniccia 

 135
th

 District: Richard Bonney, Warren Blunt 

 136
th

 District:  Carlos Silva, Angel dePara 

 137
th

 District: Lydia Martinez, Manuel Ayala 

 138
th

 District: Richard Paoletto, Jr.; Michael Marella, Jr.  

 139
th

 District: Andre Baker, Jr., James Holloway 

  

A quorum was present. 
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Roll Call Hudson called the roll.  A quorum was present.  

 

MATTERS TO BE ACTED UPON 
 

57-12 

a,b,c,d,e   Budget and Appropriations Committee Report re: General Fund Budget for 

  Fiscal Year 2013-2014 -Votes as follows: 

 

General Fund: 

 a. Revenue Increases 

 b. Revenue Decreases 

 c. Appropriation Increases 

 d. Appropriation Decreases 

 

Mayor Finch thanked the Committee for the time and commitment for their hard work.  He said 

that the economy was still struggling.  He then stated that there would be five separate votes 

taken on the budget.  

 

General Fund:  a. Revenue Increases 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING 

ITEM: 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER DEPARA SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

General Fund: b. Revenue Decreases 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING 

ITEM: 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANTLEY SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 57-12(B) GENERAL FUND: 

REVENUE DECREASES PASSED WITH NINETEEN IN FAVOR (BRANNELLY, 

STAFSTROM, BANTA, TAYLOR-MOYE, OLSON, BRANTLEY, MCCARTHY, 

AUSTIN, VIZZO-PANICCIA, BONNEY, BLUNT, DEPARA, SILVA, AYALA, 

MARTINEZ, MARELLA, PAOLETTO, BAKER, AND HOLLOWAY) AND ONE 

AGAINST (LYONS). 

 

General Fund: c. Appropriation Increases 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING 

ITEM: 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER TAYLOR-MOYE SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 57-12(C) GENERAL FUND: 

APPROPRIATION INCREASES PASSED WITH EIGHTEEN IN FAVOR 

(BRANNELLY, STAFSTROM, BANTA, TAYLOR-MOYE, OLSON, BRANTLEY, 

MCCARTHY, AUSTIN, VIZZO-PANICCIA, BONNEY, BLUNT, DEPARA, SILVA, 

AYALA, MARTINEZ, MARELLA, PAOLETTO AND HOLLOWAY) AND TWO 

AGAINST (BAKER & LYONS). 

 

General Fund:  d. Appropriation Decreases 
 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING 

ITEM: 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Baker expressed concerns about why there was a decrease in the City Clerk's 

office for the Typist II position. Council Member Brannelly explained that the Committee had 

eliminated all the vacancies.  However, while the Committee acknowledged the difficulty that 

the City Clerk’s office was experiencing, the Committee felt that it would be self-serving since 

the Council Members would benefit while other departments took a cut.  

 

Council Member Holloway pointed out that the office was closed to the public already on one 

day a week. He said that this was not the time to cut the position. Council Member Baker said 

that the City Attorney had made reference to the fact that there was a backlog on the processing 

the legal matters.  He said that this was important to keep up with the work.  

 

Council Member Brannelly said that the past weeks were difficult for all the departments.  She 

said that the public had spoken loud and clear about this.  All the vacant positions were 

eliminated.   

 

Council Member Baker said that there was $93,000 allocation to the Legislative Department.  He 

said that he did not see any cuts in the Legislative office. Council Member Brannelly replied that 
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the funds were there for the Council to have outside counsel.  The Committee discussed this and 

decided not to cut it since there were several issues coming up where the Council Members may 

need outside counsel.  

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 57-12(D) GENERAL FUND: 

APPROPRIATION DECREASES PASSED WITH FIFTEEN IN FAVOR (BRANNELLY, 

STAFSTROM, BANTA, TAYLOR-MOYE, OLSON, BRANTLEY, MCCARTHY, 

AUSTIN, VIZZO-PANICCIA, BONNEY, BLUNT, AYALA, MARTINEZ, PAOLETTO 

AND HOLLOWAY) AND FIVE AGAINST (DEPARA, SILVA, MARELLA, BAKER & 

LYONS). 

 

e. General Fund Budget Fiscal Year 2013-2014 as amended.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING 

ITEM: 

 

 
** COUNCIL MEMBER DEPARA SECONDED. 



 

City of Bridgeport 

City Council 

Special Meeting 

May 13, 2013                                                                                                     Page 12 

 

 

 

Council Member Baker asked if this was the entire budget.  The Mayor then said that it was the 

vote on the entire budget. Council Member Baker then thanked everyone for the amount of time 

that they had put in on the budget.  He said that he wanted to apology to the taxpayers of 

Bridgeport for the increase.  It is a very hard thing to do without an independent financial 

advisory or receiving the information in a timely manner.  He said that it was hard when the 

Committee meetings were cancelled for lack of quorum or when the department heads could not 

answer information when asked.  He then went on to speak about the fact that his district has 

many seniors who are struggling due to the fact that there will be a WPCA increase.   

 

Council Member Brannelly cautioned everyone that if the budget failed to pass, the budget 

would revert back to the Mayor's Proposed Budget.  She reminded everyone that the .75% 

increase would be at risk. 

 

Council Member Brantley said that she had originally planned not to vote for this budget.  

However, this is a choice between a rock and a hard place.   

 

Council Member Lyons said that she attended a major potion of budget meetings and would be 

voting no.   

 

Council Member Olson said that when he was elected to the Council two year ago, he had to 

adjust his viewpoint.  He said that he was convinced that everyone on the Committee did their 

best.  

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 57-12(E) GENERAL FUND BUDGET 

FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 AS AMENDED PASSED WITH EIGHTEEN IN FAVOR 

(BRANNELLY, STAFSTROM, BANTA, TAYLOR-MOYE, OLSON, BRANTLEY, 

MCCARTHY, AUSTIN, VIZZO-PANICCIA, BONNEY, BLUNT, DEPARA, SILVA, 

AYALA, MARTINEZ, MARELLA, PAOLETTO AND HOLLOWAY) AND TWO 

AGAINST (BAKER & LYONS). 

 

Council Member Brannelly said that this was her first budget committee as chair and that the 

Committee was more committed than she had ever seen.  There was healthy debate.  There were 

three public hearings.  The goal was to have a zero tax cut.  However, there are many amounts 

that can not be reduced.  She then said that the Committee looked at this in a new way.  The 

budget committee will be starting with initiatives to hold people accountable that will yield 

savings.  She went on to list a number of projects that the Committee will be looking at. There 

have been discussions about raising fees and cooperation of the departments.  It is critical that 

the State legislation be aware of all the services Bridgeport provides for the region.   

 

The Committee has not followed up in the past but will be doing so in the coming year.  Next 

year, at this time, the focus on the committee will be on the initiatives rather than dealing with 
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the shortfalls. Council Member Brannelly said that she was very sorry that there was increase 

and the Committee was not able to hold the taxes to zero. She spoke about her home and said 

that while her taxes would increase, she would be able to handle it.  She was pleased that the 

Committee was able to come as close as they have.  

 

Council Member dePara then spoke about how he was pleased that the budget was completed.  

However, there is much more to do. Council Member dePara said that he was aware of the 

additional burden that the Taxpayers will be taking on.  There have been areas and issues that 

have been identified and the Committee will be dealing with them in order to  

 

Council Member Martinez said that when she was getting ready to vote and she was thinking 

about voting no, but she had to be responsible.  She went on to list numerous non-profits in her 

district such as churches, homeless shelters and various other groups that service the entire area.  

She came to be a responsible Council member and that was what she was doing.   

 

Council President McCarthy said that he would be brief. He thanked the Budget Committee and 

that the City is the host for the hospitals, universities and other groups for the area.  He reminded 

everyone that the Trumbull Mall is in Trumbull and pays its taxes to Trumbull. But Trumbull has 

a volunteer fire department.  If there is ever a fire at the mall, Bridgeport will have to put the fire 

out. However, Bridgeport has found a way to keep things moving forward. He then referred to a 

document was distributed to the Council Members (See Attached). 

 

Mayor Finch said that Governor Malloy’s office announced that there would be 1 million dollars 

to clean the site for Heroes Village Urban Agriculture site and 1 million dollars to clean up the 

security building site in order to build 40 units of housing.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

** COUNCIL MEMBER PAOLETTO MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Sharon L. Soltes 

Telesco Secretarial Services 

 

 

 

  


